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Votes aad Proceedinas of the liew South Wales Leaislative
Council. 1824-1855: their value to the faaily historian

This essay involves a. study of the Votes a.nd Proceedings of the New South
Wales Legislative Council for the years 1824 to 18SS inclusive. in terms of
their value for family history research.

In particular. the Votes and

Proceedings have been examined to show their usefulness for providing
personal a.nd social history information over a wide range of topics.
Problems involving access to the material. both physical a.nd intellectual.
have also been examined.

1

The first Legislative Council in New South Wales dealt with the
mak.in.g of laws for the new colony from 1824 until the beginning of 18,6.
From that time on, the colonists had a parliament consisting of both a
Legislative Assembly and a Legislative Council. The Votes and Proceedings
of the Legislative Council contain the minutes of council meetings and the
papers associated with the business of the council. This essay will focus on
the value of these Votes and Proceedings for the family historian. The early
years only, 1824 to 18''· have been selected as the period for discussion in
this essay, because of the enormous volume of material involved.
Family historians, after an initial period of "head-hunting", usually
find they wish to go beyond gathering a "mere list of names" to a more
rounded social history of their families. I They may also discover that there
is a great deal of pleasure to be gained from background reading about social
conditions existing in the periods in which their ancestors lived.2 The type
of information they often seek includes not only biographical data, but also
information on conditions of employment, descriptions of places and events
with which their ancestors were associated, and so on. The Votes and

•

Proceedings of the Legislative Council of New South Wales contain a vast
amount of detailed information about people, places, events, Government
institutions and projects, and so on, which can shed a great deal of light on
the life and times of our forebears.
Prior to 1823. New South Wales was "a Crown colony of the most
extreme military type."3

2

3

The governor was responsible only to the
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Secretary of State for the colonies. He "made laws. laid out moneys, disposed
of land, repaired roads, appointed constables, counted the stock of seUlers,
and even settled domestic quarrels."4 In 1823 an Act of Parliament brought
into being the Legislative Council, which was set up as an advisory body to
assist the Governor in making "Laws and Ordinances for the peace. welfare.
and good Government" of New South Wales (which then included Victoria
and Queensland) and Van Die men 's La.nd.5 The first council consisted of six
members, including the Governor. All the members of the council held
government posts and were nominated by the Governor and appointed by
the King.6

They included the Governor (Sir Thomas Brisbane), the

Lieutenant Governor (William Stewart). the Colonial Secretary (Frederick
Goulburn), the Principal Surgeon (James Bowman). the Chief justice
(Francis Forbes), and the Surveyor-General (john Oxley). The first meeting
of the Council was held on 25th August 182-t when the councillors were
sworn in. From August 1829. the number of councillors was increased to
between 10 and 15. By then merchants and landholders were also being
appointed to the Council. In 1M2 the composition of the Legislative Council
was changed to that of twelve members nominated by the Governor. and
twenty-four elected by property owners and ratepayers.

After much

agitation by colonists. the New South Wales Council was reconstituted in
1856. giving New South Wales responsible government and a parliament
consisting of the Legislative Council and the Legislative Assembly. The
Assembly was elected by the people, while Council members were nominated
for life by the Governor.?

4
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L. N. Rose 'The administration or Governor Darling' J.H.A.H.S, vol. Ill, part II, p.
63
NSW Legislative Council (LC) Minutes of Pl'OC«dings of th~ lelisl•tiYI! Couocil
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The business of the Council consisted

of the submission,

consideration. amendment. and passage of laws; the receipt of items such as
despatches. petitions. protests, reports, messages and minutes from the
Governor. correspondence. financial papers. and statistical returns; taking
of evidence from witnesses by Select Committees; discussion of censure
motions; and various other duties concerned with the government of the
colony. From all these activities were produced associated printed papers.
In the early years the amount of information generated vas fairly small. In
the first eight years only seven reports were made by Select Committees.
With the increase in numbers of councillors in 1829, the quantity of reports
and other papers produced also began to increase. Votes and Proceedings
for the Session of 2'5th August 182-t to the end of 1831 number 92 pages.
whilst those of 1832 to 1837 number 691 . For the Session of 18'5'5. this had
risen to over 3.'500 pages.
The greatest amount of information of the type sought by family
historians may be found in the reports of Select Committees, Boards,
government agents, and others. These cover a very vide range of topics,
from, for example, immigration to the building of new roads. to
bushranging, to the licensing of publicans. Witnesses being examined by
Select Committees often provided biographical information in order to
establish their credentials. Such information can often be used to find out
people 's movements, which can be difficult to do when the sources of
information may be as scattered as the movements. For example, the
"Minutes of Evidence taken before the Committee on the Insolvent Debtors
and Imprisonment for Debt Bills" in 1838 contains testimony by Sydney
Stephen, Esquire, barrister-at-law, who relates that he had been twenty

years at the Bar, having practised seven years in the West Indies, tvo and a
half years in England, and ten and a half years in the colony.8 Likewise, C.
H. Ebden. Esquire. a merchant of Sydney. testifies that he had been in
Sydney for more than three years. having come from the Cape of Good Hope
in 1832. where he had been living for the two or three previous years. and
that he was now a sheep proprietor residing near Melbourne.9
Select Commiuee reports may provide information on not only the
more em.i nent members of colonial society but also ordinary people.
showing not only their movements. but also describing minor events in
their lives. Such information may not be available from any other source.
but is of the very sort which makes people come to life for the researcher.
The "Minutes of Evidence taken before the Legislative Council. relative to
the Claim of Messrs. H. and W. Dumaresq. to compensation for loss of Tolls on
Maitland Bridge .. contains examples of the amount of detailed information to
be found. John Blaxland. speaking before the Legislative Council in July
1833. testifies that Joseph Swailes. a blacksmith attached to the mounted
police. had told him that he had worked at the bridge during the time he was
attached to the police at Maitland as a farrier and blacksmith. and adds that
Swailes was then a prisoner of the Crown. Blaxland also testifies that he had
spoken to a settler named Cliff on the same subject. From this testimony the
researcher is able to discover that Cliff resided at one end of the bridge.
lived in a house made of stone. for which he had to draw all the material
over the bridge. that in times of flood it was necessary to remove his goods
out of reach of the water. that he did not own a boat. that his children went

8

NSW LC Votes llDd Proceedinp (l'.!cP) 1838, p. 64

9

ibid. p. 86
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to school over the bridge, and that his relatives lived on the opposite side of

the river to his house.10
Similarly, the minutes of evidence taken before the Select Committee
on the Darlinghurst Goal in 1849 provides biographical information on
Samuel Shearson. a turnkey at the gaol and on Mrs. Kitty jack. and her
husband. also a turnkey at the gaol. The researcher is able to discover that
Samuel Shearson had been employed in the Sydney Gaol for fifteen years as
of the previous March 1st. that he had worked in the Old Gaol in George
Street, that he came to the colony as a soldier in the 57th Regiment, vas
transferred to the 17th Regiment from which he vas discharged, and had
been twenty three years in the army. Finding information on a soldier can
be notoriously difficult unless the researcher knows to which regiment he
belonged. Even if this information is known and relevant records have
been located, the information from the Legislative Council proceedings may
be of value in verifying what is found .
From Mrs. Kitty Jack. it is discovered that she had been married about
eleven years. that she had been in the colony for almost seventeen years.
that her husband had come out shortly before her. that she had met him in
the colony, that her husband had been employed at the Gaol since shortly
after the Albion Mills were burnt down. that he was then appointed as night
watchman at the Gaol. that her husband was 65 years old, and that he had
spent nine months in the Tarban Creek Lunatic Asylum.ll If Mrs. jack and
her husband had come to the colony as unassisted migrants then it would
normally be quite difficult to be sure that an entry found in the shipping

l 0 NSW LC J'&P t833, p. ttl
11 'Minutes of evidence taken before the Select Committee on the Darlinghurst Goal'
NSW LC J'&P 1849 vol. II, p. 390

6

lists vas the correct one since so little information is given. The value of
the testimony she gave is in its verification of other sources. and may indeed
be the only source. It also allows the researcher to trace the movements of
both her and her husband.
Conditions of employment were also described by those giving
evidence before Select Committees. The value of this type of information is
the insight it gives the researcher into the everyday lives of people. The
Select Committee on the Darlinghurst Goal elicited evidence from Philip

•

Macdermott. a turnkey at the gaol. which provides a detailed description of
working conditions at the gaol. He describes how he has to arrange for the
prisoners' meals to be brought in. and that it is his duty to keep the yards
clean and to sometimes muster the men. He also has to accompany the men
when they bring water to various places in the Gaol. and explains that he is
on duty over the whole of the Gaol. having only every seventh Sunday off.
He says that he resides in Carters· Barracks. and has to go to the Gaol around
six a.m.. not leaving until ten to five in the evening.t 2
The Minutes also include further testimony from Mrs. Kitty jack
concerning the events leading to her husband 's admission to Tarban Creek.
She is of the opinion that her husband 's duty as night turnkey had been
responsible for his "derangement of mind", since it was the middle of winter
and Mr. Hibbs. the Under Gaoler, "would not allow him to warm a drop of tea.
or to go to the fire , and he had to stand in one spot the whole night, and to
call the hours every half-hour." She also says that he wore warm clothing
"from his hands to his feet" but that he had very little space in which to

12 ibid, pp. 290-291
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walk about to keep warm. She explains that he was on duty twelve hours a
night and earned £5 a month, which was paid to her.13
Conditions at Government Institutions were also the subject of
government business. Descriptions of such conditions provide researchers
with some idea of the way in which people were treated in these institutions,
of the conditions under which they were forced to live, and of the attitudes
held by people who had authority over them. The papers of the Votes and
Proceedings may often be the only source of this type of information. For

•

example. the Committee appointed to investigate the Female Factory at
Parramatta, recommended to Council at the Meeting of 9th August,

182~

that

the term of imprisonment of female convicts should be divided into three
equal periods. each succeeding period offering an increase in privileges. If
the prisoner misbehaved she was to be returned to the class from which she
was last taken. In the lowest class, the women were to be put into the
penitentiary and deprived of tea and sugar unless they had infants with
them.l4
Similarly, on 16th October, 1825. the Committee reported that the children

•

had been separated from their mothers during working hours and that their
diet had been changed, with the result that "a very great difference is
manifest in their health and cleanliness'. They also strongly recommended
that the Council adopt a scheme to supply the Factory with water which
included a proposal to erect a small tread-mill. which was then in the
Carters' Barracks, "by which the lifting of the water and other operations
beneficial to the prisoners, both as to health and correction, can be
effected." The author of the proposal reported that "six or eight women in

13 ll!.i..t p. 390
14 'Report on the Female Factory' NSW LC Y&P 9 August, 1825. p. 19
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two or three hours, might raise all the water, necessary for the consumption
of one day, and this Mill would be a cause of fear amongst the prisoners
against ill-behaviour, of which lately some violent cases have occurred.l5
Papers other than Reports of Select Committees also provide a great
deal of information of value to family historians. The papers of the Second
Session of 18~1 include a list of convicts employed in Sydney, showing name,
ship of arrival. year of arrival. sentence, where and by whom employed.l6
Such information not only shows where a convict was at that time, but also
provides a way of verifying the convict musters which can sometimes be
incorrect Also included in this Session is a list of applications for the
measurement of Crown Lands of the Colony, with a view to purchase, which
had not been complied with. The list shows date of application, name of
applicant, quantity of land, and location of the land applied for (in
chronological order by date of application).l7 Such information may be a
further source for finding out not only the movements of people but also the
state of their financial circumstances.
Details about wages and pensions can also be found , which can give
the researcher an insight into a person 's standard of living. A report on
Emigration in the session of 1838 includes tables showing average wages of
the various types of "Mechanics" (blacksmiths, carpenters, etc.) in Sydney
for the six months ended 30 july 1836; and, average wages of "Mechanics" in
Van Die men 's Land in june 1836. It also shows average price of provisions
in Van Diemen 's Land in june 1836. and average price of provisions in

I 5 ibid. 16 October. I 825. p. 21
16 'Convicts Employed in the City of Sydney' NSW LC I'&P 1851 Second Session p.
441
17 'Papers relative to applications for survey of lands for purchase, uncomplied with'
NSW LC Y&P 1851 Second Session pp. 376-379
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Sydney fo.r the six months ended 30th june 1836.18 Pensioners, living both
in England and in New South Wales, and thei.r entitlements m.a.y be found
listed in the Estimates of Expenditure for ea.ch year. The Estimates are
usually indexed under Finance or Financial Papers.
The Votes and Proceedings can also be the source of a great deal of
information about events in which ancestors m.a.y have been involved.
These m.a.y be of value in supplementing reports published in newspapers,
and also of verifying such reports. Papers of the
severe flood at Gundagai on

2~th

june

18~2

18~2

Session concerning a

include a letter to the Colonial

Secretary from Edgar Beckham, Commissioner of Crown Lands. who reports
from his camp at North Gundagai that South Gundagai had suffered severely
from the flood, with lives lost, and property destroyed. He writes also that. of
seventy-two buildings in North Gundagai, forty-eight had been entirely
swept away- eight of which being so damaged that they were untenantable
- and that thirteen of the remaining sixteen were under water. He notes
that the "whole village is now a perfect wreck. and it is impossible for any,
but an eye-witness, to imagine the fearful devastation committed by the
flood." He goes on to report that several sm.a.U settlers and .. mechanics"
living on the banks of the Murrumbidgee, between North Gundagai and the
village of ]ugiong, had lost everything they possessed, and that he had
"made arrangements for them to receive the same indulgence as granted to
the survivors of Gundagai, at which place they can be supplied." He further
states that thirty-five bodies had been recovered and buried up to the time of
writing, and adds that "great praise is due to Mr. Seppings. Poundkeeper, at
South Wagga Wagga, for his exertions during the flood. by which several

J8 'Emigration' NSW LC fi&P 1838 pp. I 0- I 7
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lives have been saved." l9 Succeeding pages give an inventory of property
and goods lost in the flood , naming the persons who sustained loss and
damage, a description of the property lost, and its value. Also included is a
list of persons who survived the flood , and a list of those who drowned.20
A claim for compensation by Mr. j. B. Richards in

18~1

includes

information showing the effects of the gold rush on his property. Such
information gives the researcher not only an insight into daily life on the
goldfields. but also of its effects on the holders of land on which gold was
discovered, something which may have been overlooked in newspaper
reports on the goldfields. The claimant asserts that:
... my case ... is one of a very peculiar character, inasmuch as the
circumstances which occasioned the injury to me in depriving me of the
run !at the Turon] which I have occupied for nearly twenty years, have
afforded to the Government a valuable field of wealth; and it does appear
to me, that from the Gold Fund produced from the land of which I have
been deprived , my claim might fairly be relieved.

He states that he had purchased six hundred acres in a remote part of the
country, fit only for running livestock, with the expectation of having the
run on the adjacent waste lands belonging to the Crown.

He had

subsequently, under the Land Regulations, become entitled to and claimed
this land, had rented the additional sections on which his stations were then
situated, and had been in "undisturbed possession" until gold was discovered.
He complains that the runs, on which he had depastuced from 9,000 to 10,000
sheep, had now been rendered almost valueless for that purpose by the
activities carried out on the goldfields, asserting that the diggers for gold
had destroyed the whole of the river frontage of the several stations rented
by him. The complainant goes on to say that during that present year,
because the water of the river had been destroyed, he had been "compelled

19 NSW U: V&P 1852. vol. II, p. 215
20 ibid pp. 246-247
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altogether to cease breeding sheep. and ultimately to remove my sheep from
the neighbourhood of the river." He had also been forced to kill two
thousand five hundred lambs. He points out that it should have been evident
that having a population of several thousand people along the banks of the
river, most of whom had horses and bullocks. would result in the destruction
of the most valuable feed . He further adds that it should also have been
evident that "every butcher on the river must have a quantity of stock
constanUy depasturing on my runs. and from these. it must be recollected,
the Government receive monthly License fees of thirty shillings each.
finally, the complainant points out that the Government vas in receipt of
license fees adding up to a considerable amount from storekeepers located
by those licenses on his run. for which he had paid. and continued to pay,
rent.21
Accounts of ships ' voyages are much sought after by family
historians. Such accounts are often given in. reports on. Immigration, which
may be of much value in supplementing newspaper accounts, often giving a
great deal of additional information. Examples in the Votes and Proceedings
include: the "Red Rover". from Ireland in 1832; the "Bussorah Merchant"
and the "Layton." from London in 1833; the "David Scott" from London in
1834.; the "Duchess of Northumberland" from Ireland in 183522; the "John
Barry" from Dundee. and the "Adam Lodge" in 183723; and the "Amelia
Thompson" in 1838 .2~ The above reports include such information as:
accounts of the conduct of immigrants. particularly the female immigrants;
comments on their character; reports of the behaviour of the crew; how

21 Copy of a letter from Mr. Richards, to the Colonial Secretary, Sydney, 31st October,
1851. NSW LC JI&P 1851 2nd Session p. 383
22 'Report on Immigration from the United Kingdom' NSW LC J'&P 1835 pp. 283- 322
23 'Report of the Committee on Immigration' NSW LC JI&P 1837 pp. 629-657
24 'Report of the Committee on Immigration' NSW LC JI&P 1838 pp. 80-84
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the females were cared for after arriving in the colony; and, opinions on
the type of immigrant which should be brought out. Evidence is given by
such people as the Colonial Secretary, the Colonial Treasurer, the Collector of
Internal Revenue, the Colonial Architect, Rev. John Dunmore Lang. a
Lieutenant of the Royal Navy who vas Superintendent of emigrants on the
'David

Scott',

the

Surgeon-Superintendent

on

the

'Duchess

of

Northumberland ', several proprietors of land in the colony, merchants, and
residents.
The Sessions of the 1850s in particular provide a great deal of
material about life on the goldfields, sometimes mentioning gold diggers by
name. In the following letter to the Colonial Secretary. J. R. Hardy, Esquire.
Commissioner of Crown Lands for the Gold Districts, writes from his camp.
Summerhill Creek, on 8th June.

18~1

that he had settled a great many

disputes over boundaries over the previous few days, that the parties and
their witnesses were on the spot, and there vas no difficulty in making a
decision. He adds that "this has given great satisfaction to the miners."
However, he also relates a case in dispute in which there was "an
inclination to disregard my decision." He describes how one man had begun
to work another man 's opening. He told him to stop. but as soon as the
Commissioner 's back. was turned the man began again. saying he would
work wherever he liked. He describes the man as
Webber, a Butcher, at Bathurst, a very tall strong man. and who had been
in the habit of beginning to wort wherever he saw promise of lumps of
gold, trusting to his strength to teep down opposition.

The Commissioner goes on to say that he immediately turned back, and went
up to the man, who dropped his pick and snatched up a spade as if to strike
him. whereupon, the Commissioner writes. "I instantly collared him. put
him in handcuffs. and marched him off the ground. declaring my intention
of sending him to Bathurst Gaol. I sent him up to my camp with orders for a

13
policeman to get ready immediately to take him in; and continued my walk."
On his return the prisoner had had a change of heart. vas very penitent and
begged to be let off. which he vas. No further trouble vas had from him.
and he had been working quietly ever since.25 Along with this letter. the
Commissioner also provides Returns of Constables giving rank. name. when
sworn in. numbers of days in Police, daily pay. additional expenditure. and
remarks, 'Which include when dismissed or resigned.26
Reports may also contain interesting descriptions of towns and

•

geographical areas, which make interesting background reading for family
historians. For example. in the Session of 1833. the Select Committee
considering the claim of Messrs. H. and W. Dumaresq to compensation for
loss of Tolls on Maitland Bridge, received a Governor's Minute27 concerning
the tolls 'Which describes how the stream over which the bridge was placed
separated the tovn of Maitland into two parts. Before 1832. the majority of
inhabitants had built their houses on one side of the stream. whilst the
Government had placed the church. school. court-house. police and postoffice. on the other. Subsequently, all communication between the two parts

•

of the town had. of necessity, to be carried on by means of the bridge .
Maps are often included in the Printed Papers. These can be difficult
to find in other sources, particularly those of the period covered by the
early Votes and Proceedings. Examples include a plan of part of Sydney in
183628. and a Chart of the Upper Turon Gold Diggings in 1851. which shows
the claim areas marked out.29

25 NSW LC Y&P 1851 2nd Session p. 337
26 ibid p. 221
27 Minute signed by Richard Bourke, 23rd july 1833, NSW LC Y&P 1833 p. 119
28 'Plan shewing the site for the new Government House public offices, the Circular
Quay & improvements of streets connected therewith' NSW LC Y&P 1836 p. 543
29 'Chart of the Upper Turon Gold Diggings' NSW LC Y&P 185 t vol. II p. 233

1-4

The thoughts and opinions of members of the colony may be
discovered in such documents as letters, petitions. and censure motions
brought before the council. For example. a petition to the Governor from
the Landholders and free inhabitants of the District of Hunter's River
concerning the repeal of certain parts of an Act for punishment and
transportation of offenders. states that limiting the power of the Magistrates
has had an adverse effect on the conduct of the prison population. The
petitioners claim that the prisoners' "characteristic depravity cannot be
checked without a corresponding severity in the law. and rigor in its
administration; it is only an effective system of coercion. tempered with
kindness to the deserving, which can preserve them in a state of
subordination, through which alone habits of industry and reformation can
be formed."30
Another example is contained in the Session of 183". in the Report of
the Mission to the Aborigines at the Station at Wellington Valley which
describes the aborigines as "degraded and unlettered tribes". It goes on to
claim that "the idleness of both sexes, and their willingness to receive either
food or other articles without a.ny labor. has led to a dreadful increase of
their native habits of immorality."3 t
Sheep farmers voiced their opinions in "Observations on the Sheep
Bill made at a meeting of Sheep Proprietors. held at Windsor, on the 9th May,
1832"32. This memorandum also includes the names and residences of those
appending their names to the document.

30 'Petition. From the Hunter, for repeat of certain parts of the Act 3 Wm. IV., No. 3
(for punishment and transportation of offenders)' NSW LC JI&P 1833 p. t 3 t
31 'Aboriginal Missionary Reports . Wellington Vattey' NSW LC Y&P 1834 p. 164
32 'Proprietors at Windsor, on the Scab in Sheep Bitt' NSW LC JI&P 1833 p. 28
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The above is just a very small sample of the range of topics covered
in the Votes and Proceedings. Gaining access to this information. however.
can be very difficult. Copies of the Votes and Proceedings for the years 1824.
to 1855 have been reproduced on microfilm. Some repositories also have
some or all of the sessions in printed versions. Minutes of Proceetlins-s of
tJJ.e Les-islalive 0Junt-:J1 from IS2.f-IS.ll indusive. 8./ld Votes 8./ld Proceetlins-s
oftJJ.e Les-islalive 0Junt~1from 18..12 to 13..:;7. indusive was published by the

Government Printing Office in 184.7. The publication consists of two parts.
in chronological order. each with its own index: Part I. 1824.-1831; and Part
II. 1832-1837. The formats of the various papers and reports which make up
this publication were standardised. Parts I and II were each re-paginated
into a single numerical sequence, and indexed. However. in Part II. Minutes
8./ld

Votes a.DdProt'tNJdins-s for IS~12 to IS.J7. indusive. pages 4.<{2 to 512 (part

of the Session of 1836), being badly stained. have been replaced by copies
from the original print.

These original pages vary in format and

pagination. and have not been given the numbers

4.4.2 -~12

although the

index refers to them as though they have. For the remaining sessions there
are also a number of problems with pagination. The papers of the Sessions
of 1838. 1839. and 184.1 were simply bound together. with the minutes of
council meetings first, followed by the associated papers. They have not
been re-paginated, nor are they indexed. The papers of the 184.0 Session
have been bound together. had a handwritten index added to them. and have
been re-paginated with the new sequence of page numbers added to the
pages by hand. All volumes from 18-43 to 1855 include an index and have
been re-paginated, with the index referring to the new page numbers. but
not all have had the new numbers actually inserted. Volume I of the 184.9
Session has no page numbers written in until page 17. then has just the odd
page number scattered here and there throughout the remainder of the
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volume.33 Volume II of the same year has odd-numbered page numbers
only entered. However, the pages are numbered from 1 to 331 (pages 187 to

285 being virtually illegible), followed by numbers 185 to 607. Apparently, a
Select Committee report on the Corporation of the City of Sydney has been
bound between pages 184 and 185. However, it has been numbered as
though it were part of the volume, i.e., numbers 185-331 have been assigned
to the pages. After page 331 the pages begin again at 185. There are no
numbers at all from page 608 to the end. Volumes I and II of 1850. and
volume III of 1855 have no page numbers at all (apart from the original
page numbers in each individual document)
Family historians may encounter a number of other problems, both
physical and intellectual. in obtaining access to the Votes and Proceedings.
Only a few institutions hold this resource, and, of those who do, some may
only hold, or only allow access to, microfilm copies.34

Researchers,

however. often find this type of access inconvenient due to problems such

33 The pages which have had there-pagination added to them are pages 17, 23. 27. 35.
65. 69, 73, Ill , 145. 161. 225. 279. 285. 305. 309, 315. 341. 351. 487, 557 . 571.
681,687. 703. 889.989
34 Copies of the Votes and Proceedings of the New South Wales Legislative Council for
the period 1824 to 1855. which are accessible to the public, are located as follows
(according to ABN): Australian National Library, on microfilm (1832- 1855);
Australian National University, 1824- 1855 (format not stated); Flinders
University, S.A. (holdings not stated); Macquarie University Library, in printed
form (1845- 1855 impf.) and on microfilm (1824 to 1855); Monash University
(holdings not stated); State Library of New South Wales. in both printed and
microfilm format ( 1824- 1855); State Library of Queensland (holdings not stated);
University of Canberra, on microfilm ( 1832- 1855); University of Central
Queensland, 1851-1855 (format not stated); University of Melbourne, on microfilm
(1824- 1855); University of Newcastle, on microfilm (1824- 1855); University of
New South Wales - Social Sciences and Humanities Library. in printed form ( 18241854 impf.) and on microfilm (1824- 1855) Copies are aet held by Australian
Catholic University; Charles Sturt University; Sydney University; University of
or the University of
Technology, Sydney; University of Western Sydney;
Wollongong (according to Unitinc catalogue!
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as eyestrain. equipment breakdowns. dust spots and scars on film. and the
difficulty of locating a single reference on a rolt35
The enormous volume of printed papers is a further. and major.
obstacle to locating information on particular people because of the lack of
indexing suited to family historians. People are not usually listed in the
indexes to the Votes and Proceedings, except as the authors of letters.
petitions. censures. etc.. or if the main subject of reports.

To locate

information on particular people, it is usually necessary to look for
references to towns or areas with which they were associated, or to
institutions in which they may have resided or been employed. or to events
in which they may have been involved. Thus. it is necessary to have some
background knowledge of a person. such as place of residence. or
occupation before researching the Votes and Proceedings. Reports on
Government projects may yield information about people employed by the
Government, but much of this information is difficult to find from the index.
For example. the "Minutes of Evidence taken before the Committee on the
Tunnel for Conducting Water into the Town of Sydney" provides
biographical information on john Busby, Mineral Surveyor. and on his
son.36 This paper is listed only under "Tunnel for supplying water to
Sydney" in the Reports from Select Committees section of the index.
The papers from the Sessions of 1838. 1839. and 1841 are particularly
difficult to access. As mentioned earlier. not only do they not have a single
numerical sequence added. there is no index or even a contents list. Even
when. by patient searching. an item has been discovered. the lack of a

35 M. F. Steig 'The information needs of historians' CQ/Iege md Nest!l«h li/Jnries
t98t,vot.42, no. 6,pp.549-560
36 NSW LC Y&:P 1837 pp. 684-691
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single numerical sequence means that it will almost certainly be a rather
time-consuming business to locate the same item at some future date. A
reference may be kept only to the title of the document and its internal page
number/ s.
In conclusion, it may said that the Votes and Proceedings of the
Legislative Council. 1824 to

18~~ .

contain a wealth of personal and social

history information over a wide range of topics, much of which may not be
available from any other source This makes them a very valuable resource
for family history research.

However. the problems encountered in

accessing this information greatly diminish their value. Not only are they
held by just a handful of repositories. but also there are many pagination
problems. and, as with many other resources used in family historical
research, they are not indexed with the family historian in mind. Thus
their enormous volume can be a deterrent to even the keenest researcher.
Nevertheless. for the family historian. there are many rewards to be gained
from persevering with this outstanding resource.
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