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SONYA RUSSELL 

I am a career public servant, 

specialising in strategy and 

international policy, Government 

relations, public messaging, and 

program management. I have 

represented Australia overseas on 

military operations and as an advisor 

to foreign bureaucracies.  

I hold a Bachelor of Security Analysis 

(Asia-Pacific) and a Master of Military and Defence Studies from the 

Australian National University. I successfully completed the Chinese 

proficiency test, HSK 4, while studying at the People’s Liberation Army 

Foreign Language University in China. 

I am the New South Wales representative and President of the 

Australasian Federation of Family History Organisations. 

Having started tracing my family history as a teenager as a way of 

spending time with my grandparents, I am currently completing the 

Society’s Certificate of Genealogical Studies.  
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